
      To: City of Edinburgh Council 
     From: Gorgie Dalry Community Council 

Contact: gorgiedalrycc@hotmail.com 
 

Monday 9th June, 2020 
 

Dear City of Edinburgh Council, 

Following our public meeting on June 1st 2020, Gorgie Dalry Community Council members have 

agreed to raise again the pressing issue of creating spaces for physical distancing in Gorgie and Dalry, 

amid concern from residents that the situation in Gorgie and Dalry is not being viewed as a priority. 

This has become even more urgent as we have now moved into Phase 1 of easing the lockdown in 

Scotland, and as residents report difficulty in adhering to official public health guidance of 

maintaining a 2m distance between people of different households, and walking and cycling instead 

of using public transport to travel locally.    

We welcomed the news on May 26th 2020 that the City of Edinburgh Council has been allocated 

£5million from Sustrans to make immediate temporary measures to facilitate physical distancing for 

walking, wheeling, and cycling across Edinburgh. We were also pleased to hear from a CEC officer, 

via Councillor Ashley Grazcyk, on May 21st 2020 that our detailed proposals for widening pavements, 

supporting cycling, and adjustments to traffic management in Gorgie and Dalry had been “extremely 

useful in designing the proposed temporary measures which could lead to more permanent 

changes.” We were informed that “once the proposals have been checked they will be presented to 

Local Councillors and Community Councils for comment. We are aiming for the measures to be 

implemented in June and hopefully early June.” 

However, it is now early June, and the latest announcement states that the CEC will not be “notifying 

stakeholders of plans for footway widening and servicing arrangements in local town centres” until 

June 15th. With a five day consultation period, which would presumably be followed by further 

decision making, we are concerned that the CEC is still following the anticipated timescale made in 

the report published prior to the Policy and Sustainability Committee meeting on the May 14th 

2020, in which the proposed measures on Gorgie and Dalry roads are to be delivered on the longest 

timescale, with an estimated completion in July or later. This is not at all consistent with the 

summary in the same CEC report relating to our area, which states that “Busy and narrow footways 

will mean physical distancing will be impossible as people return.”  

As lockdown is eased and people are now returning to footways, we agree with this assessment of 

our footways as often being narrow, as the survey we conducted and submitted to the CEC on 11th 

May 2020 found that 98.6% of our 74 survey respondents thought that areas are too narrow to 

socially distance. We can assume that 36% of respondents don't use or have access to a car, and as 

67% of respondents said that their use of public transport has decreased during lockdown, having 

alternative solutions to travelling safely around the city are required as many won't have the option 

of the car, and can only travel using buses if passenger numbers are low enough to socially distance 

inside the vehicle. Anecdotally, residents are already reporting an increase in traffic levels and 

footfall in Gorgie and Dalry as the lockdown eases. 

We do understand that the council has limited capacity to make these types of interventions; 

however, Gorgie and Dalry are prime candidates for immediate action. The area developed rapidly 

during the Victorian era, from the 1880s onwards, to house thousands of working class factory and 

heavy industrial workers, at a time when public health was not accounted for in the planning and 
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laying out of streets as a surge of people moved to find work (narrow pavements, narrow streets, 

railway bridges, little green space, railway cuttings with little pedestrian access across the lines, 

small shared tenement gardens and high-density in general). 

With the geography of the area being one so constrained by railways and busy trunk roads (which 

give access to the M8 to the West), those living in this area as a necessity use either Gorgie or Dalry 

Roads; these both have extremely narrow pavements and are difficult for pedestrians, prams and 

wheelchair users. Unlike many areas in Edinburgh, the majority live in tenement flats with little 

access to garden space and large parks. According to the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, 7 

out of the top 10 housing deprived data zones in the City of Edinburgh are in Gorgie and Dalry, which 

refers to ‘the percentage of people in households that are overcrowded or have no central heating’. 

The CEC has demonstrated its ability to make interventions and changes to roads in other areas of 

the city, which to date include Silverknowes Road, Braid Road and Braidburn Terrace, Links Gardens 

in Leith, Cammo Walk, Stanley Street and Hope Lane, Warriston Road, Old Dalkeith Road and Crewe 

Road South. These interventions demonstrate that the CEC does have the ability to take immediate 

action to implement temporary measures quickly and effectively. We would like to understand the 

criteria under which some interventions across the city were given priority over others, given that 

Gorgie and Dalry are among the most densely populated neighbourhoods in Edinburgh with a 

calculated 91 people per hectare (based on 2011 Census figures), and this value compared to other 

electoral wards is second only to Leith Walk in terms of density.  The CEC website states that priority 

is “routes to and from hospitals, health services, shops, pharmacies, schools for key workers, to local 

neighbourhoods and parks for exercise areas where access to a car and/or public transport is 

limited.” As one of Edinburgh’s eight town centres, and a key route in and out of the city centre, 

almost all of these criteria apply to Gorgie and Dalry, and yet we still have no clear sense of when 

changes to make roads and pavements safe for everyone will be implemented. 

As lockdown easing progresses, key workers and residents of Gorgie and Dalry who are asked to 

return to work by their employers will be placed in an unsafe and risky position of not being able to 

adhere to public health guidelines in order to travel to their place of employment, whilst residents 

continue to struggle to safely access public parks for exercise. Accordingly, we would ask the council 

to urgently accelerate the time scales for interventions in our area, and we look forward to your 

response. 

 

Kind regards,  

Gorgie Dalry Community Council 
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