
Spaces For People Survey Summarised Responses. 

The GDCC created a survey on the 6th of May, which was shared on our website, social media 
and through other local online channels. We closed for responses on the 11th of May, and we 
have received 73 responses. Our questions asked respondents how they have been moving 
around the local area, how they feel about different temporary interventions and about problem 
areas in the area. The survey was hosted on Google Forms and was open to anybody 
accessing the link, there were no administrative barriers to filling out the form, which was 
completed anonymously. 

Our key findings are that there is a real desire for measures to allow for social distancing on the 
streets of Gorgie and Dalry, as people do not feel that the streets currently offer a safe 
environment given the  narrow pavements. A large increase in walking and cycling has been 
reported. 

The majority of people said they lived in Gorgie or Dalry; only a small number said that they 
lived outside the area. We are not going to exclude these people, since by showing interest in 
completing the survey, they are stakeholders in our community; they may work, travel through or 
shop in Gorgie and Dalry. 

 

People are walking and cycling at a far higher rate with almost all saying they walk in the local 
area and 35.6% saying they cycle. The changes in mode use shows a massive drop in public 
transport use and a drop in car usage too. These numbers show that around 35.6% of people 
don’t have a car and that 53.4% never use their car or have decreased their use recently. 



 

 

The majority of respondents think Gorgie and Dalry are not safe places to walk or cycle for 
essential journeys and exercise. A relatively undirected question shows that our respondents 
are not happy with the current situation on the streets. All but one person think that the 
pavements are either not wide enough for social distancing or occasionally are not wide 
enough. 76.6% of cyclists think that our roads are not safe to cycle on and 57.5% have noticed 
more speeding during the lockdown. 



 

 

 



 

Our respondents were highly positive about the proposed interventions. 93.2% supported wider 
footpaths, 100% of cyclists feel that they would feel safer when segregated from the traffic and, 
of those who expressed an opinion, 90% supported segregated cycle paths. We added a 
question after the survey went live so only 65 people answered this next question. We found 
that 73.8% were in favour of shared surfaces; compared to other options, more people reported 
dislike of this option, potentially due to concerns about conflict between bikes and pedestrians.  

 



 

 

 

88% of respondents have indicated support for traffic calming/speed reduction measures, and 
82% support the designation of our main roads as one way. 



 

 

 

 



Finally, the respondents ranked the interventions by their personal preferences. From these 
data we can see that there is a clear preference for ‘wider footways’, with ‘cycle paths’ and 
‘reducing vehicle speed’ being the next most preferred, respectively.  ‘One-way streets’ is the 
modal  4th preference and ‘no change’ is the least preferred option of all. 

 

The survey then allowed for respondents to answer open ended questions, the answers have 
been summarised and combined for ease of reading. Any unconnected comments have been 
noted but are not included in this list. 

Please highlight any locations in Gorgie and Dalry where you feel unable to socially 
distance effectively while moving around: 

● Bottom of Ardmillian Terrace, where the road is currently closed and the barriers to the 
works have narrowed the pavements around the pharmacy. 

● Pavement on Dalry Road opposite the Dalry cemetery; the straight road before the 
junction encourages speeding. 

● Under the bridges, especially the one next to Robertson Avenue. 
● Gorgie Scotmid and Dalry Co-Op, due to lots of street furniture, queuing people and 

narrow pavements. 
● Robertson Avenue, pedestrians have to walk on the road beyond the parked cars and 

heavy good vehicles traveling down the road are often going fast. 
● Murieston Rd, Place and Crescent. 
● Parking in cycle lanes, specifically Gorgie Road’s painted cycle lanes. 
● Bus stops with no spaces for people to wait and move past. 
● Dalry Road near Haymarket. 
● At crossroads waiting to cross. 
● Anywhere with railings that stop people stepping on to the road. 
● Russell Road. 
● Westfield Road. 



Please highlight any other specific temporary improvements which you think could be 
carried out with this funding: 

● Signage/one way system for bus stops to avoid congestion 
● Wider pavements and segregated bike lanes away from traffic. And keep them there 

afterwards. 
● Cycling/safety training. Improving the surface of the roads. 
● Educating people about social distancing and demonstrating the length of 2 meters, 

through signs and markings. 
● Install temporary speed cameras or the sad face displaying and recording the speed of 

vehicles to discourage driving over 20 mph. 
● Convert pelican crossings to zebra crossings.  
● Reset the traffic light sequence at junctions to give more frequent pedestrian crossing 

opportunities.  
● Remove parking from the main Gorgie Road areas so more room for cycling or walking 
● Speed bumps on Russell Road to protect Murieston Park 
● Open up Saughton Park with designated paths for walking and cycling! 
● Parking restrictions on main roads. Stop non-residents parking. 
● Closing side streets or making them one-way. 
● Policing to stop cycling on the pavement and, whilst the roads are much quieter, 

stopping cyclists from going into the surrounding canal paths and walkways. 
● Ban car travel at certain times on certain days of the week with exceptions for key 

workers and disabled people or operate a number plate system.  
● Close some roads to traffic completely.  
● Promote pedestrian priority on roads, or at least some minor and residential roads, not 

vehicles. 
● Speed bumps. 
● Preventing delivery vans parking on the curbs so there is maximum space available on 

pavements to walk. 

Anything else you want to comment: 

● I have found the area much more pleasant with less cars and I have noticed the 
decrease in air pollution. 

● Being able to hear the bird song has been very pleasant. 
● Please can we build on the possibilities this has shown us and design safe infrastructure 

that allows kids to be active on bikes without fear of traffic (I would never normally allow 
them to cycle on Gorgie or Dalry Road as it's very busy and not safe). 

● Thanks for doing this! 
● Now traffic is markedly reduced, the sheer inefficiency of road space and its impact on 

liveability in the area are apparent. It's eye opening to see how wide the roads are when 
empty, and how much quieter the streets are without speeding cars. Yet, despite the 
reduction in traffic volume, pedestrians and cyclists are still put in conflict with people 
who drive while they physically distance, sometimes because (I suspect) of a sense of 
entitlement to the road from the perspective of car users. The cleanest way to deal with 
this are appropriate measures to demarcate space for walkers, wheelers, and cyclists - a 
tried and tested approach that will benefit the community in this challenging time, and 
potentially beyond as we renew.  



● Make pavements 1 way - i.e. if walking towards the city, use pavement on the scotmid 
side of the road. If walking towards the gorgie, use lidls side of the road. 

● Could try to promote a convention that people walk on the right hand side of roads (as is 
case for country lanes) so if need to step into road face oncoming traffic. Open air buses 
could be an option (convert the tourist open top buses on key routes). 

● I would like a permanent solution to cyclists cycling on the pavement. I was nearly 
knocked down last week as a cyclist sped past me at the top of Murieston Crescent 
almost knocking me down! 

● Opportunity should be taken to reduce car travel and ownership long term. Fear of cars 
and lack of separate cycle paths is the number one reason why I don't cycle. 

● Enforcement of the 20mph speed limit, of parking on double yellow lines and of 
overhanging hedges on to pavements 


