
 
Spaces for People - Suggestions for Gorgie and Dalry 
 
At our last meeting the community council supported the notion of trying to increase the 
available space for active travel and social distancing. We have been surveying the community 
for their opinions and ideas, this survey has received a large amount of engagement with 73 
respondents over a few days. We have also contacted Sustrans and the officers at the council, 
Sustrans responded with advice on how to proceed and the funding available and we are still 
waiting for a reply from the council.  

The council prior to a meeting with councillors on creating space for people in Edinburgh's 
streets published a document “Creating Safe Spaces for Walking and Cycling”, this details the 
type of interventions the council are considering. We appreciate that Gorgie and Dalry are 
mentioned in the document as an example of where footways could be widened, public space 
extended and cycle lanes created. 

However, we are concerned that the situation in Gorgie and Dalry is not being viewed as a 
priority. The proposed measures on Gorgie and Dalry roads are to be delivered on the longest 
timescale, with an estimated completion in July or later. This is not at all consistent with the 
summary in the report relating to our area, which states that “Busy and narrow footways will 
mean physical distancing will be impossible as people return.” We agree with this 
assessment of our footways as often being narrow, our survey found that 98.6% of 
respondents thought that areas are too narrow to socially distance. We can assume that 
36% of respondents don't use or have access to a car, and 67% have said that their use of 
public transport has decreased, having alternative solutions to traveling safely around the city 
is required as many won't have the option of the car. Accordingly, we would ask the council to 
seriously look at accelerating the time scales for interventions in our area. 

Widening Footpaths 

The council has proposed “Temporary footway widening or creating more space for 
businesses”, this type of intervention is the most favoured option from our survey; with 93.2% of 
respondents supporting widend footways. We would prefer widened footways to span the 
whole length of the main roads through Gorgie and Dalry, however we understand there are 
certain physical limitations in place so we would ask the council to prioritise these areas: 

● Widening the footway on the side of Dalry road adjacent to the Dalry Cemetery; this 
footpath is extremely narrow at the best of times. 



● Widening under the bridges and removal of pedestrian barriers; especially the railway 
bridge beside the Robertson Avenue/Wheatfield Road junction. These paths are narrow 
and the barriers stop people stepping onto the carriageway. 

● Widening at the Gorgie Scotmid and Dalry Co-Op, ameliorating issues caused by too 
much street furniture, people queuing for access, and narrow pavements. 

● The widening of pavements at some of our larger junctions where space can be created 
for people to wait before crossing while also reducing the size of the junctions to slow 
vehicles. We would also request that the council looks into whether the signal timings 
can be changed to suit the lower vehicles and higher pedestrian usage, reducing the 
time pedestrians have to wait to cross. (Junctions include: Robertson Av/Wheatfield Rd, 
Westfield/Gorgie Rd & Henderson Tr/Gorgie Rd.) 

● We have had suggestions for measures on Robertson Ave, Westfield Rd, Russell Road. 

 

Cycling 

Our survey showed that 1/3rd of respondents have increased their cycling and 35.6% have 
been cycling during the lockdown. 76% respondents said that they view cycling in Gorgie and 
Dalry as unsafe, we would suggest this is due to these being major traffic arteries, lots of large 
vehicles, many potholes in the advisory cycle lanes and vehicle parking in the lanes. 

We would suggest that the council introduce segregated cycle lanes on the Gorgie and Dalry 
roads. There should be a temporary route linking the NCN1 path at Roseburn to Dalry, another 
link from Dalry to the Union Canal via either the Telfer Subway or Murieston Avenue and 
Dundee Street and a safe link from Westfield Rd to the Water of Leith path and Saughton Park. 
100% of respondents who cycled said that a segregated cycle path would make them feel safer 
cycling on the road. 90.9% of respondents that gave an opinion said they would support the 
creation of segregated cycle paths. 

● We would ask the council to more strongly enforce against illegal parking on the Gorgie 
and Dalry Roads. 

● Install segregated cycle paths and link them effectively into the surrounding network. 
These would preferably be protected from the road by intermittent barriers especially 
near junctions. 

● We understand that it may be hard to justify both pavement widening and a cycle path 
therefore, we would also support the creation of a shared space for pedestrians and 
cyclists, 73.8% of our respondents supported this which is less support than for separate 
pedestrian and cyclist options but this may be the best option possible. If only one side 
of the road can benefit from this measure we would suggest that it be the southside of 
Gorgie and Dalry roads as this has more lengths of narrow pavement. 

● The Telfer subway which is one of the access points to Dalry, has a blind corner which 
can be dangerous for pedestrians if cyclists don't ring their bell and slow down. We ask 
for a small sign or painted markings to make this clear. 



Traffic Management 

The council talks of creating a green and sustainable city, to achieve this, drastic changes need 
to be made to the way we encourage people to travel. By the council's own admission there 
needs to be initiatives to encourage use of public transport, walking and cycling. Our suggested 
measures aim at redirecting or slowing private vehicles but we don't want these interventions to 
affect the bus system. However, we do believe that vehicles speeding will negatively impact on 
the effectiveness of all the other initiatives proposed, 71.2% of respondents to our survey that 
gave an opinion said that they had noticed an increased number of speeding vehicles in our 
area during lockdown. We also found that 89% said that they would support traffic calming and 
speed reduction measures. Therefore, we would suggest these interventions: 

● Stop the movement of traffic from Russell Road into Murieston Crescent via a barrer 
which pedestrians and cyclists, but not private vehicles, can travel through . Murieston 
has a central park with narrow pavements; we think that this initiative would make the 
streets easier to navigate on foot as there will be no vehicular through traffic. Traffic 
would be redirected via McLeod Street; normally this would less acceptable due to the 
presence of Tynecastle HIgh School and Nursery however as both are currently closed 
this change can be considered. 

● We would also propose that a bus gate be set up at the top of Dalry Road at the 
Haymarket junction. This, like the council's proposal for a bus gate at Dundee Street 
would stop vehicular traffic from traveling through our area; we have some concerns that 
the implementation of a bus gate at Fountainbridge may increase the vehicular traffic 
coming from town down Dalry and Gorgie Roads. However having two gates would force 
all vehicular traffic down the Western Approach road making the whole area along 
Gorgie, Slateford, Dalry and Fountainbridge safer for active travel and social distancing. 

● There are bus lanes from Saughton to Westfield on Gorgie road, and bus lanes on 
Stevenson Road and sections of bus lanes in Dalry near Haymarket. We would suggest 
that the council amends the times the lanes are active from 7:30 to 9:30 & 4:00 to 6:30, 
to instead be active throughout the day, for example 7am to 8pm. We believe that this 
intervention would very easily create a large lane which will be mostly empty which can 
therefore serve as an area for pedestrians to step on to the road and cyclists to use. 

● We would also propose several areas of traffic calming along our roads to slow down the 
speed of vehicles on our roads. This could be done in a number of ways: installation of 
traffic cameras, speed bumps or radar speed signs. We would however prefer that the 
road in certain places is narrowed, such that vehicles have to give way or just slow to 
pass each other. These can be built out at our specific areas of narrow pavements such 
as the Dalry Co-Op or at existing pelican crossing points, thus meeting two objectives 
simultaneously. 

● It was suggested to us that our pelican crossings temporarily be converted to zebra 
crossings, prioritising pedestrians and reducing crowding at crossing points (besides, 
removing the need to touch the push buttons). This would also act as a method to slow 
traffic further. 



● As mentioned previously we think some of the more major junctions should be narrowed 
and the traffic signals amended.  

Priority 

We do understand the council has limited capacity to make these types of interventions 
however Gorgie and Dalry are prime candidates. With the geography of the area being one 
constrained by railways and large roads, those living in this area necessarily use either Gorgie 
or Dalry Roads; these both have narrow pavements and are difficult for pedestrians. Unlike 
many areas in Edinburgh the majority live in tenement flats with little access to garden space 
and large parks. The demography of the area according to SIMD is less prosperous than our 
neighboring areas to the North or South, social equity demands that our areas not be ignored 
and left behind. The roads currently are used as through routes into the city, much of this traffic 
could be moved onto the West Approach road, improving the livability of our area. 

Thank you for considering our suggestions for Edinburgh Council detailing what we think should 
be done with funding from Sustrans to improve our streets for local people. 


